


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



South Dakota Avenue Transportation and Streetscape Study 
Final Report  
Page i 
 

 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
 
 
 
District Department of Transportation (DDOT) 
Project Manager: 
Sharlene Reed 
Ward 5 Transportation Planner 
District Department of Transportation  
2000 14th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
 

 
Consultant Team: 
 
 
 
 
Wilbur Smith Associates 
Linda Carpenter, AICP 
3060 Williams Drive, Suite 300 
Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
 
 
 
KLS Engineering 
Leverson S. Boodlal, PE 
21525 Ridgetop Circle, Suite 140 
Sterling, VA 20166 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Numerous offices, local associations, and individuals devoted their time to the production of this 
document.  Project management was provided by the District Department of Transportation (DDOT).



South Dakota Avenue Transportation and Streetscape Study 
Final Report  
Page i 
 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 Page No. 

1.0 Introduction ....................................................................................................................1 
1.1 Study Area. ............................................................................................................1  

2.0 Existing Conditions. .......................................................................................................3 
2.1 Traffic Analysis. ......................................................................................................3 
2.2 Vehicle Speeds.........................................................................................................4 
2.3 Crash History ...........................................................................................................5 
2.4 Pedestrian and Bicycle Conditions ..........................................................................6 
2.5 Streetscape, Pedestrian Amenities, Maintenance, and Signage...............................7 

3.0 Public Outreach..............................................................................................................8 
3.1 Public Meeting #1 ....................................................................................................8 

3.2 Public Meeting #2 ....................................................................................................8 

3.3 Public Meeting #3 ....................................................................................................9 

4.0   Recommendations..........................................................................................................10 
4.1 Corridor-wide Improvements.................................................................................10 

4.2 Intersection Specific Improvements ......................................................................12 

Appendix 
Appendix A Public Meeting Summaries 

Appendix B Traffic Data 

Appendix C 2002-2004 Accident Data 

List of Tables 
Table  
No. Title  Page No. 
1 Travel Time Run Comparisons...............................................................................3 

2 South Dakota Avenue Speed Data (AM)................................................................4 

3 South Dakota Avenue Speed Data (PM) ................................................................5 

4 Accident Data From 2002 – 2004 by Accident Type .............................................5 

5 Pedestrian Signal Head Deficiencies ......................................................................6 

6 Corridor-wide Recommendations.........................................................................10 

7 Unit Costs..............................................................................................................12 

8 Intersection Specific Recommendations...............................................................13 

List of Exhibits 
Exhibit Title Page No. 

A Study Area Map................................................................................................................2 

B Recommendations – New York Avenue Ramps / V Street............................................30 

C Recommendations – V Street / 33rd Place ......................................................................31 

D Recommendations – South Dakota Avenue Between 33rd Place and 33rd Street ...........32 

E Recommendations – 33rd Street / Channing Street .........................................................33 

F Recommendations – 31st Place / Douglas Street / 31st Street .........................................34 

G Recommendations – Bladensburg Road / Franklin Street / 30th Street ..........................35 

H Recommendations – Vista Street / Hamlin Street ..........................................................36 

I Recommendations – Carlton Avenue / Irving Street / 26th Street / Myrtle Avenue.......37 

J Recommendations – Rhode Island Avenue / 24th Street ................................................38 

K Recommendations – 24th Street / Lawrence Street / Monroe Street...............................39 

L Recommendations – 22nd Street / Newton Street / Otis Street .......................................40 

M Recommendations – 20th Street ......................................................................................41 

N Recommendations – Perry Street / Quincy Street / 19th Street / Randolph Street..........42 

O Recommendations – 18th Street / Shepherd Street..........................................................43 

P Recommendations – Taylor Street..................................................................................44 

Q Recommendations – Michigan Avenue / 16th Street ......................................................45 

R Recommendations – Webster Street / 14th Street / Allison Street ..................................46 

S Recommendations – Buchanan Street / Sargent Road ...................................................47 

T Recommendations – Crittenden Street / 12th Street........................................................48 

U Recommendations – Decatur Street / 11th Street ............................................................49 

V Recommendations – Delafield Street / 8th Street / Faraday Place ..................................50 

W Recommendations – Farragut Place / Gallatin Street .....................................................51 

X Recommendations – Galloway Street / Hamlin Street ...................................................52 

Y Recommendations – Ingraham Street / Jefferson Street / Kennedy Street.....................53 

 
 

 
 



South Dakota Avenue Transportation and Streetscape Study 
Final Report  
Page 1  
 

 
 

1.0 Introduction 
South Dakota Avenue is primarily a residential corridor located in Ward 5 of Washington, D.C.  It is a 
principal arterial roadway in this section of the District of Columbia, providing access to such areas as: 
Riggs Park, Providence Hospital, Michigan Park, the Hospital for Sick Children, Howard University, Taft 
School, Friendship Edison Woodridge, Langdon, Fort Lincoln New Town, Gateway, and the U.S. 
National Arboretum. 
 
The average daily traffic flow along South Dakota Avenue is approximately 48,000 vehicles.  This 
roadway serves the major cross-town east/west traffic movements to/from the northeast side of the 
District of Columbia to the Maryland State line.  The roadway is also a truck route for large tonnage 
trucks that traverse through this area to access U.S. Route 50 and Interstate 295. 
 
This roadway corridor, like many other principal arteries within the District of Columbia, abuts residential 
and commercial properties.  The facility is highly signalized with four legged, T, and multi-approached 
intersections, and sign controlled interchanges.  The residents of the area are primarily concerned about 
pedestrian and vehicular safety with a primary emphasis on the excessive traffic speeds along the 
corridor.  As part of the study’s data collection effort, samplings of free flow traffic speeds at various 
locations along the corridor have been included in the document, and show speeds consistently higher 
then the posted 25 mph speed limit.  A number of the intersections along South Dakota Avenue have also 
experienced a high number of vehicular crashes.  This document summarizes incident data for the 
corridor from 2002 though 2004, showing the number of incidents at a given intersection ranging from 1 
to 65 over the 3-year time period.   
 
Throughout the corridor, complex multi-approach intersections, faded and inconsistent pavement 
markings, and inconsistent signal timings contribute to a degradation of safety for pedestrians, bicyclists 
and vehicles.  Additionally, the complex intersections, often with tight turning radii and STOP bars placed 
too close to the travel way, in conjunction with inadequate signal timing or turn lanes, lead to inefficient 
vehicular travel, contributing to congestion along the corridor.  
 
Based on extensive data analysis and public involvement, this report recommends improvements along 
the study corridor that will improve the transportation system for all modes of travel, increasing safety, 
reducing congestion, and improving the look and feel of the area. 
 
This report is subdivided into four sections.  Section One introduces the project and the study area.  
Section Two discusses the existing conditions in the area based on data collected along the corridor and 
from various DDOT agencies, and from time spent observing traffic operations in the area.  Section Three 
discusses the public outreach performed as part of this study.  Finally, Section Four discusses both the 
corridor-wide and intersection-specific recommendations of this study.  This section is supported by 
figures representing the proposed improvements. 
 
1.1 Study Area 
The study area for this project includes South Dakota Avenue, from Hamilton Street N.E. to 
approximately 200 feet south of the intersection with V Street N.E., and approximately 100 feet to either 
side of all major side street intersection approaches to South Dakota Avenue.  The study also includes  

 
 
non-motorized access needs from South Dakota Avenue to/from the Fort Totten Metro Station.  Exhibit A 
provides an illustration of the project study area. 
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2.0 Existing Conditions 
As part of the South Dakota Avenue Transportation and Streetscape Study, the consultant team conducted 
a thorough field review of the study area including a detailed intersection inventory of all 20 signalized 
intersections, AM and PM peak hour travel time runs, turning movement counts, pedestrian counts, spot 
vehicle speed surveys, accident reports, aerial photography, a corridor parking inventory, signage 
inventory (speed limit and wayfinding), pedestrian signal head inventory, and a general review of the 
access and parking for the Fort Totten Metro Station.  The information gathered from this effort was used 
in both the Short Term and Long Term Options presented in this report.  The findings were also used to 
develop the recommended conceptual designs to improve mobility and traffic safety, including specific 
measures to address non-motorized needs along the corridor.  The following is an evaluation of the 
existing conditions with respect to general traffic, pedestrian facilities, bicyclist facilities, and streetscape.   

2.1 Traffic Analysis 
As part of the traffic analysis portion of the study, traffic counts were collected from a number of sources 
for each signalized intersection within the study area.  These include:  

• Traffic counts commissioned by this study: 
− Galloway Street 
− Sargent Road 
− Taylor Street 
− Newton Street 
− 22nd Street 
− Quincy Street and Perry Street 
− Rhode Island Avenue  
− Carlton Avenue  
− Vista Street 
− 30th Street  

 
• District of Columbia Department of Transportation Traffic Counts 

− Allison Street1 
 

• Other District of Columbia Transportation Studies 
− Michigan Avenue (Brookland Transportation and Streetscape Study) 
− Monroe Street (Brookland Transportation and Streetscape Study) 
− Hamilton Street (South Dakota Avenue, NE Traffic Calming Study – Draft Report, Version 2)  

 
• Wells & Associates, LLC2 

− Bladensburg Road 
− Douglas Street/31st Place 
− 33rd Place/Goodwill Entrance 
− V Street  

                                                 
1 Non-signalized intersection 
2 Counts collected by Wells & Associates, LLC as part of a separate study – Washington Gateway 

 
 
The remaining intersection traffic volumes were estimated by counting traffic for 15 minutes during peak 
hour and applying a peak hour factor for the intersection.  Peak hour factors generated from 3 hour counts 
at the nearest adjacent intersections were used to determine the peak hour volumes.  To reduce volume 
discrepancies between adjacent intersections the traffic counts were balanced along the corridor. 
 
Travel time runs were also performed along the study corridor in the AM and PM peak hours to aid in the 
creation of a traffic simulation model and to test the coordination of traffic signals in the area.  The 
Average Vehicle Method was used with 6 runs performed in the AM and PM time periods, with 3 runs in 
each direction.  The AM peak hour runs began at 6:51 AM and ended at 9:16 AM.  The PM peak hour 
runs began at 3:41 PM and ended at 6:10 PM.  Table 1 illustrates the travel time run results and the 
associated average speed. 
 

Table 1 
Travel Time Run Comparison 

Direction Time Period Field Travel Time 
Run Results3 Average Travel Speed

NB 11 min 3 sec 18.0 mph 
SB 

AM 
11 min 17 sec 17.6 mph 

NB 10 min 05 sec 19.7 mph 
SB PM 16 min 30 sec 12.0 mph 

 
From field reviews, including the travel time runs conducted along South Dakota Avenue, it is apparent 
traffic progression along the corridor is fairly good when not impacted by peak hour congestion or 
incidents.  Field observations and traffic counts suggest that, with the exception of a few major arterial 
intersections along South Dakota Avenue, most cross streets serviced considerably less traffic compared 
to South Dakota Avenue.  Due to this imbalance in vehicle demand at most of the signalized intersections 
along the corridor, the side streets appear to be given only the necessary portion of the signal’s cycle 
length to service either the minimum walk time or the traffic demand.  The remainder of the green time 
available in the cycle is given to the northbound and southbound South Dakota movements.  This coupled 
with the limited number of protected left turn movements in the north and southbound directions produces 
long green bands for vehicles traveling along South Dakota Avenue. 
 
From a service perspective, this signal timing approach services the maximum throughput and reduces 
delay for vehicles on South Dakota Avenue.  Consequently, this signal timing strategy is one of the 
biggest contributors to excessive speed along the corridor. 
 
In general, traffic along the South Dakota Avenue corridor typically moves well without significant 
recurring delays during most of the day.  In the AM peak period, the predominant direction of traffic flow 
is northbound, while in the PM peak period, the predominant direction of traffic flow is southbound.  The 
following is a brief evaluation of the existing traffic conditions along the study corridor. 
 

                                                 
3 Field Travel Time Run Results provided in this table is an average of 6 travel time runs conducted in the field. 
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• AM Peak Period – northbound at both Bladensburg Road and Vista Street.  Observations suggested 
the recurring congested beginning at Vista Street is primarily the result of left turning vehicles from 
South Dakota Avenue onto Vista Street spilling back past the existing left turn bay, at times nearly 
reaching Bladensburg Road.  The back ups originating at Bladensburg Road are frequently a 
combination of vehicle spillback from Vista Street and a high arrival rate of vehicles from New York 
Avenue to the south. 

• PM Peak Period – southbound along South Dakota Avenue at New York Avenue.  On multiple 
observations, recurring congestion was observed southbound along South Dakota Avenue originating 
at the southern limit of the study area.  Southbound South Dakota Avenue connects to the ramp for 
eastbound New York Avenue.  Heavy congestion on New York Avenue combined with merging 
traffic from South Dakota Avenue results in vehicle backups nearly reaching Bladensburg Road. 

 
Incidents of non-recurring congestion generated by disabled vehicles, work zones, parked vehicles and 
minor accidents observed during the field review and data collection portion of this study, revealed only 
minor delays.  It should be noted that while only minor delays were observed, the potential exists for 
more significant delays along the corridor depending on factors such as, direction of travel coupled with 
time of day, the severity of an incident, presences of public safety equipment – i.e. Metropolitan Police 
vehicles, District of Columbia Fire and Rescue vehicles, etc. 

2.2 Vehicle Speeds 
A common complaint of local residents and users of South Dakota Avenue is the perceived excessive 
speed of vehicles along the corridor.  Travel time runs indicate that average vehicle speeds are between 12 
and 20 mph across the entire corridor, however while driving the corridor during the field data collection 
and inventory task of the project, it was noted that vehicles routinely drove at speeds well in excess of the 
25 mph speed limit along South Dakota Avenue.  It was commonly observed that many vehicles were 
traveling in excess of 35 mph. 
 
As part of the traffic count program for this study, a spot speed survey was performed at various 
intersections in the study area.  Tables 2 and 3 illustrate the results of the spot speed surveys for the AM 
period and the PM period, respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 2  

South Dakota Avenue Speed Data (AM) 
 Intersection 

(With South Dakota Ave.) 
Average 
Speed 

Maximum 
Speed 

Minimum 
Speed 

85th 
Percentile 

Speed 
Sargent Road 38.5 47.7 29.4 43.3 
Taylor Street 46.8 66.3 40.6 51 
Newton Street 52.4 63.3 45.7 58.3 
22nd Street 36.8 50.9 27.7 43.7 
Quincy Street & Perry Street 37.9 48.7 31 42.6 
Rhode Island Avenue 29.4 37.1 25.8 32.8 
Carlton Avenue 38.7 54.1 25.3 46.7 

So
ut

hb
ou

nd
 

30th Street 43.7 61.4 36.2 48.5 
     
30th Street 39.4 56.1 32.2 44.7 
Vista Street 46.2 63.3 38.1 50.6 
Carlton Avenue 41.4 58.7 26.5 48.3 
Rhode Island Avenue 29.9 33.7 27.4 31.4 
Quincy Street & Perry Street 52.2 76.1 42.5 59.8 
22nd Street 34.8 43.2 27 38.5 
Newton Street 46.2 53.2 43.2 50.5 
Taylor Street 48.5 70.2 41.6 54.1 

N
or

th
bo

un
d 

Sargent Road 39.1 48.8 29.6 42.5 
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Table 3 

South Dakota Avenue Speed Data (PM) 
 Intersection 

(With South Dakota Ave.) 
Average 
Speed 

Maximum 
Speed 

Minimum 
Speed 

85th 
Percentile 

Speed 
Sargent Road 40.1 50.6 31.9 45.9 
Taylor Street 48.4 70.1 42 53.9 
Newton Street 37.1 47.1 30.2 41.8 
22nd Street 35.7 49.2 28.2 40.6 
Quincy Street & Perry Street 37.3 48.7 27.5 42.6 
Rhode Island Avenue 27.3 35.5 24 30.3 So

ut
hb

ou
nd

 

30th Street 45.6 55.8 38.9 50.2 
      

30th Street 36.8 44.5 31.5 40.6 
Vista Street 36 44.3 30.3 40.8 
Rhode Island Avenue 30.8 38.4 27.7 33.8 
Quincy Street & Perry Street 49.1 76.1 42.5 54.2 
22nd Street 36.1 46.8 27.8 40.3 
Newton Street 36 38.8 32.1 38.4 
Taylor Street 45 61.9 39.2 50.6 

N
or

th
bo

un
d 

Sargent Road 40.2 56.6 33.9 44.9 
 
These tables indicate that in both the AM and PM peak hour, average speeds at all study locations were 
higher than the posted 25 mph speed limit.  At several locations the maximum speed observed was over 
70 mph.  This indicates, along with comments from the public, that speeding is perhaps the biggest issue 
along the corridor. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2.3 Crash History 
Crash data was obtained from the DDOT Traffic Services Administration for 2002-2004 and is 
summarized in Table 4 below by accident type.   Due to space constraints, this table does not show the 27 
intersections that had less than 5 accidents in a 3 year period and no pedestrian accidents or fatalities.  The 
full list of intersections can be found in the Appendix. 
 

Table 4 
Accident Data from 2002-2004 by Accident Type 

 Intersection 
(With South Dakota Ave.) 

Property 
Damage 

Only 

Injuries Pedestrian 
Accidents 

Fatalities Hit and Run 

Bladensburg Road 30 27 1 0 7 
Rhode Island Avenue  21 10 1 0 2 
Michigan Avenue 17 13 0 0 3 
Taylor Street 16 11 0 0 0 
33rd Street  6 13 0 0 2 
Vista Street 7 8 2 0 2 
Monroe  9 0 0 0 7 
Sargent Road 6 11 0 0 0 
V Street 6 8 0 0 1 
Galloway Street 5 9 0 0 0 
30th Street 4 5 1 0 0 
Hamilton Street  2 2 0 1 2 
Delafield Street 1 3 1 0 2 
Franklin Street 3 3 1 0 0 
Gallatin Street 2 5 0 0 0 
Perry Street 3 4 0 0 0 

 

Lawrence Street  1 5 0 0 0 
 
The major intersections at Bladensburg Road, Rhode Island Avenue, and Michigan Avenue have the 
highest number of crashes, primarily because these intersections carry the highest amount of traffic 
volumes.  Throughout the corridor during this time period there were 7 reported accidents involving a 
pedestrian and one fatality.  The majority of the accidents along the corridor were rear end, left turn, or 
side swipe collisions.   

Long Straight Sections of 
Roadway Encourage 
Speeding 
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2.4 Pedestrian and Bicycle Conditions 
South Dakota Avenue has 60 pedestrian/bicyclist crossing points, 20 are controlled by traffic signals, 2 
have median refuges, with the rest at unsignalized locations.  With vehicle speeds between 30 – 50 mph 
and grades reaching 30 percent, some uncontrolled crossings are unsafe.  Due to the vertical alignment of 
the corridor there are locations where pedestrian visibility is obscured.  This situation is further 
complicated by vehicles traveling at or above the speed limit resulting in inadequate stopping distances.  
Examples of such locations include Randolph Street and Perry Street intersections.   
  
Sidewalks generally exist on both sides of South Dakota Avenue and are in fair condition; i.e.: they do not 
need immediate repairs.  A few segments exist where the sidewalks are discontinuous or narrow due to 
lack of maintenance.  There are many locations where tree roots have raised portions of the sidewalk 
rendering it unacceptable in meeting ADA requirements.  Most crosswalks have curb ramps.  Many 
signalized intersections do not have pedestrian signals as shown in Table 5.   
 
The access to the METRO stop via Galloway Street is poor due to the lack of sidewalks.  A sidewalk path 
should be provided between South Dakota Avenue and the METRO station. 
 
The only off-road bike facilities exist on the east side of South Dakota Avenue between New York 
Avenue and Bladensburg Road.  This is an asphalt path located parallel to the sidewalk on the east side.  
The path has many problems including long grades and overhanging vegetation.  Generally, bicycle level 
of service along this route appears to be fair to poor.  South of Bladensburg the bicycle LOS is generally 
C, while northwards the LOS varies from D to E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 5  

Pedestrian Signal Head Deficiencies 
Intersection Description 

Hamilton Street 
No Pedestrian Heads for Northbound or 

Southbound Pedestrians crossing Hamilton 
Street 

Delafield Street 
No Pedestrian Heads for Northbound or 

Southbound Pedestrians crossing Hamilton 
Street 

12th Street 

No Pedestrian Signal Heads on any 
Crosswalk, Traffic Signal Head used as 
Pedestrian Signal Head for Westbound 

Pedestrians 

Webster Street 
No Pedestrian Head for Eastbound and 
Westbound Pedestrians on the Northern 

Leg of the Intersection 

Shepherd Street No Pedestrian Signal Head for Northbound 
and Southbound Pedestrians  

Carlton Street No Pedestrian Signal Head for Northbound 
and Southbound Pedestrians 

33rd Place 
No Pedestrian Signal Head for Northbound 
and Southbound Pedestrians on the East leg 

of the intersection 

Vertical Alignment 
Creates Sight Distance 
Problems 

Tree Roots and Lack of 
Maintenance Block 
Sidewalks 
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2.5 Streetscape, Pedestrian Amenities, Maintenance, and Signage 
The consultant team also spent a large amount of time in the corridor examining the streetscape, 
pedestrian amenities, and signage.  In general the corridor could benefit from significant improvements.  
One area of great concern is the roadway striping.  There are many locations where the striping is not 
visible on the roadway and pedestrian crossings are faded and inconsistent.  In the northern section of the 
corridor the condition of the roadway striping is improved where the roadway has been recently paved, 
but crosswalk striping is inconsistent.   
 
The residents of the area have repeatedly commented on the need for additional maintenance, particularly 
tree trimming.  Based on comments from the public, DDOT should be encouraged to perform more 
routine maintenance in the area while the residents should be encouraged to maintain the “pocket parks.”   
 
Finally, a multitude of signage exists along the corridor, which can be confusing for drivers, particularly 
those not familiar with the area.  There are many non-essential signs in the area where the community and 
DDOT should work together to remove any signs not necessary for safe and efficient vehicular 
movement.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faded/Missing Pavement Markings along South Dakota Avenue 

Grades in the Area Can Hide Pedestrian Crosswalks 
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3.0 Public Outreach 
Public outreach was an integral part of this study.  To engage the residents of the area, DDOT and the 
consultant team hosted three public meetings.  A summary of the meetings along with the actual 
comments provided by the public are included in Appendix A. 
 
3.1 Public Meeting #1 
 
Public meeting #1 was held on February 25, 2006 at the Taft School located centrally along the corridor.  
At this meeting, DDOT and the consultant team introduced the study to the public and identified traffic, 
pedestrian, bicyclist, and streetscape issues identified as part of the field review and data collection 
portion of the project. Following the presentation, the meeting divided into three breakout areas; 
transportation issues, pedestrian issues, and streetscape issues.  Participants were asked to provide 
additional comments in each of the three areas in a less formal environment.  Following this breakout 
session, the consultant team summarized the issues identified by the participants at the meeting, 
reminding everyone to visit the website and complete the on-line survey. The Public was asked to 
comment on the issues identified and suggest additional issues or concerns related to the topic of the 
study, if any.  These issues and concerns were captured at this meeting and posted on the study’s public 
website. 
 
In addition to intersection-specific issues, additional considerations identified in this meeting included: 
 
Speeding along South Dakota Avenue 
Safety of pedestrian crossings 
Missing pedestrian and bicycle connections 
Under-reporting of traffic accidents 
Enforcement of weight restrictions 
Non-standard pedestrian crossing times 
Lack of wayfinding signage 
Lack of tree maintenance 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.2      Public Meeting #2 
 
On January 31, 2007, DDOT hosted a public meeting at Taft school to review the South Dakota Avenue 
Transportation and Streetscape Study preliminary recommendations, and solicit public comment.  Doors 
opened at 6 p.m. and attendees were able to preview the corridor recommendations presented on wall size 
maps with members of the consultant team until 6:30 p.m. when the formal presentation began.  The 
formal presentation gave an overview of the history and purpose of the study, the type of problems 
addressed, and the form of the recommendations.  After the presentation attendees were asked to break 

into three groups and go to one of the three 
stations to discuss the recommendations in 
greater detail for a period of 10-15 minutes.  
After each session the groups rotated to one 
of the other stations.  This group rotation 
allowed everyone to hear the details of the 
corridor recommendations during this 45-
minute discussion period.  There was an 
easel pad at each station to capture 
comments. After the detailed review, the 
entire group re-convened for a question and 
answer period.  
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3.3      Public Meeting #3 
 
On March 3, 2007, the District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT) hosted a public 
meeting at the District 5 Police Headquarters to review the South Dakota Avenue Transportation and 
Streetscape Study preliminary recommendations, and solicit public comment.  Doors opened at 9:30 a.m. 
and attendees were directed to the maps detailing their area of interest.  Representatives from DDOT and 
the consultant team then led focused discussions of each area with the public discussing each 
recommendation in detail.  The public was also asked to offer any additional recommendations for 
review.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Specific concerns voiced by the local residents include: 

• Speeding 
- Police monitoring has had no impact on speed, more obstructions needed 
- Busses are the worst offenders 
- Electronic monitoring needed 

• Maintenance of area streets 
• Maintenance of pocket parks  
• Street lighting improvements are needed 
• Street cleaning is inconsistent 
• Truck weight limits are not enforced 
• Not enough pedestrian walk time across South Dakota Avenue 
• Reductions in sign clutter are needed 
• Lane markings are faded and inconsistent 
• Protected left turn signals are desired where possible 
• Directional signs needed for Metro stop at Galloway Street 
• Neighborhood signs are needed to reinforce that this is a residential area 
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4.0 Recommendations 
 
This section discusses the various recommendations for the corridor.  These recommendations are broken 
down into corridor-wide improvements, which generally apply to the whole corridor; and intersection 
specific improvements, which are limited to the subject intersection.  These improvements are further 
broken down into short term projects; those that can be completed in less than one year, and long-term 
recommendations; those that will take longer than one year to implement. 

4.1 Corridor-wide Improvements 
The consultant team identified several recommendations intended to address safety and mobility concerns 
along the entire study corridor. These improvements are identified as either short term or long term 
implementations.  Some of these recommendations may be subject to modification during detailed design. 
 
Retime Traffic Signals – Short Term 
The single most important issue leading to safety concerns along South Dakota Avenue today is excessive 
vehicle speed.  Spot Speed surveys conducted as part of this study confirm that many vehicles using 
South Dakota Avenue routinely travel well in excess of the posted speed limit.  The excessive speeds 
along South Dakota Avenue led to many of the issues identified in this report.  
 
The existence of more than 20 signalized intersections along the corridor provides an opportunity to use 
existing equipment to slow traffic along the corridor.  These strategies include timing signal progression 
for the posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour, posting signs notifying drivers that the signals are timed 
for 25 m.p.h., reallocating green time from South Dakota Avenue to the side streets to reduce wide green 
bands, and adjusting traffic signal offsets to create more natural stopping points for traffic along the 
corridor. 
 
Several complaints have been received from the public regarding inconsistent and insufficient pedestrian 
walk times at signalized intersections in the corridor.  To remedy this issue all minor signals should be 
retimed with pedestrian phasing calculated using a 3.5 feet per second walk speed and using the length of 
the pedestrian crossing, not the road width. 
 
Install Additional Speed Limit Signs - Short Term 
Currently only five southbound and six northbound speed limit signs exist along the corridor including 
some locations which provide limited visibility for drivers to see the sign.  Adding 
additional signs to the South Dakota Avenue study corridor will reinforce and 
serve additional reminders to drivers that the posted speed limit along South 
Dakota Avenue is 25 miles per hour.  The additional speed limit signs should be 
posted in locations to the north and south of major cross streets such as Michigan 
Avenue, Rhode Island Avenue, and Bladensburg Road.  It is also recommended 
that a sign should be posted southbound at the northern end of the study corridor. 
 
Install Automated Speed Enforcement Devices - Short Term 
As stated repeatedly in both this and previous study documents, excessive vehicle 
speed along the corridor is a major issue, and was mentioned by the public at 

several public meetings as their primary concern.  Numerous observations along the corridor revealed 
much of the traffic travels at speeds in excess of the 25 mph speed limit.    Frequent and visible speed 
enforcement program by the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is important throughout the corridor. 
 
A common issue among public safety agencies is the limited availability of resources.  To aid in 
controlling speeds, the District Department of Transportation should also consider deploying automated 
speed enforcement devices. These devices can include speed limit signs which actively capture a vehicle’s 
current speed and post it on a Variable Speed Sign, automated speed enforcement cameras, or speed 
sensing devices that cause traffic control signals to turn red if drivers are speeding.  Potential locations for 
this type of equipment include, South Dakota Avenue northbound between V Street and 33rd Place, 
northbound between Monroe Street and Newton Street, southbound at Hamilton Street and southbound 
between 18th Street and Randolph Street.  Additional study should be given potential locations should 
DDOT decide to move forward with this recommendation. 
 
Install Additional School Zone Warning Signs and Roadway Markings – Short Term 
The South Dakota Avenue study area includes five school zones.  This recommendation is intended to 
provide drivers additional warning of an upcoming school zone.  Additional School Speed Limit Warning 
signs should be installed prior to entering school zones and as well as school zone pavement markings 
where a school zone begins.    

Restripe all Crosswalks – Short Term 
Most crosswalks markings along the study corridor are faded or do not meet the current crosswalk 
marking standards used by the District.  All crosswalks should be restriped with high-visibility striping 
consistent with the MUTCD and current DDOT practices.   
 
At locations where crosswalks are being removed, install temporary signage, remove wheelchair ramps 
and install curbs to discourage pedestrian crossings at these locations. 
 
Sign Inner Lanes for Truck Traffic – Short Term 
A major concern of many local residents is that faster moving heavy vehicles, which are abundant along 
the corridor, are creating increased vibrations which many believe is causing damage to their homes.  To 
help reduce the vibrations the inner lanes of South Dakota Avenue should be signed for truck traffic to 
keep trucks further away from the curblines and homes. 
 
Vibration Study – Long Term   
 A review of the District of Columbia’s Motor Carrier Management and Threat Assessment Study 
demonstrates that vibration from large trucks is an issue throughout the D.C. area.  This report cites three 
causes of noise and vibration; 1) contact between tire and pavement, 2) the engine and exhaust systems, 
and 3) ground-borne tremors caused by the weight of the truck.  Several residents of the area have 
indicated that the vibration from large trucks and the weight of these trucks is an issue.  While a detailed 
vibration study is outside of the scope of this project, if complaints from the local residents persist after 
the implementation of the above Short Term recommendation, WSA recommends that an additional 
vibration study be conducted to determine if vibrations caused by heavy vehicle traffic at a level that 
could damage private property. 
 

Example of Variable  
Speed Sign 
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Set back Stopbars a Minimum of 4 feet Behind Crosswalks – Short Term 
To aid in safer and more efficient turning movements along the corridor, set back stopbars along South 
Dakota Avenue a minimum of 4 feet per the MUTCD.  If possible set the stopbars 8 ft behind crosswalks 
to allow for greater sight distances and turning radii for large vehicles.  
 
Improve Curb Radii to a Minimum of 15 feet – Short Term 
Where practical intersection radii should be improved to a minimum of 15 ft where they are currently less 
than 15 ft to aid in safer and more efficient turning movement along the corridor. 
 
Install Missing Sidewalks and Replace Sidewalks that are Deteriorated – Short Term 
There are several locations in the study area with missing sidewalks or sidewalks seriously deteriorated 
from vehicular traffic, seasonal changes, and weed growth.  These locations should be repaired and any 
missing sidewalk links completed with new sidewalks. 
 
Install Handicapped-Accessible Ramps at All Crosswalks – Short Term 
All crosswalks should have handicapped accessible crosswalks. 
 
Install Yield to Pedestrians Signs at all Uncontrolled Crosswalks – Short Term 
While efforts have been made to eliminate most uncontrolled crosswalks in the study area, a few 
uncontrolled crosswalks are necessary to provide adequate levels of pedestrian mobility.  At these 
crosswalks, Yield to Pedestrians signs should be installed and advanced warning signs should be strongly 
considered.  If possible, in-pavement flashing warning lights should be considered for enhanced visibility. 
 
Install Temporary Signage when Crosswalks are Removed – Short Term  
At locations where crosswalks are being removed, install temporary signage and remove wheelchair 
ramps and install curbs. 
 
Enhance the Streetscape Through Better Plantings – Long Term  
To enhance the streetscape, additional benches, plants, and flowers should be added to park areas.  Trees 
should also be planted in empty tree boxes.  Routine maintenance of park areas should be encouraged. 
 
Reduce Sign Clutter – Short Term  
To increase safety, improve the aesthetics of the area, and to improve the driving experience, any non-
essential signs should be removed from the corridor.   
 
Enhance Lighting in Dark Areas – Short Term  
Many residents have complained about the lack of lighting in some areas of South Dakota Avenue.  
Lighting in the area should be enhanced to eliminate dark locations.  Additionally, sodium based street 
lamps which emit a much whiter light should be considered when replacing the existing mercury based 
lighting.  
 
Table 6 illustrates the type of Corridor-wide recommendations with the time period and DDOT 
administration responsible for the recommendation. 
 
 

Table 6 
Corridor-wide Recommendations 

Improvement Type Period Administration 

Intersection Improvements     
Re-time signals to 25 mph progression maintaining 100 second cycle lengths.  Also, 
make no timing adjustments to major crossing arterials (Bladensburg Road, Rhode 
Island Avenue, Michigan Avenue, and Sargent Road). 

Short Term TSA 

Add additional Speed Limit Signs along the corridor.  Speed Limit Signs should be 
posted along South Dakota Avenue at locations north and south of major cross 
streets, and at both ends of the study corridor. 

Short Term TSA 

Add additional School Speed Limit Warning Signs prior to entering school zones. Short Term TSA 

Install two-lane pavement marking of “SCHOOL” where school zone begins. Short Term TSA 
Increase speed enforcement using control measures which trip traffic signals when 
speeding.   Short Term TSA 

Install driver feedback signs along the corridor warning motorist of automated speed 
enforcement.  Signs should be placed back to back using poles and mast arms.  If 
not applicable, signs can be placed on the side of the road. 

Short Term TSA 

Recommend South Dakota Avenue be considered for additional vibration analysis, 
perhaps as part of a larger ongoing District wide vibration study. Long Term TPPA  

Sign the inner lanes for truck traffic to keep trucks further away from curblines and 
homes. Short Term TSA 

Improve intersection radii to a minimum of 15 ft where they are currently less than 
15 ft. Short Term IPMA 

Set back stopbars along South Dakota Avenue a minimum of 4 ft behind crosswalks, 
with a desirable distance of 8 feet. Short Term TSA 

Pedestrian Improvements     
Retime all pedestrian phasing to 3.5 feet / second using the length of pedestrian 
crossing and not road width to assess times. Short Term TSA 

Re-stripe all crosswalks along the corridor consistent with DDOT standards and/or 
the MUTCD. Short Term TSA 

Install missing sidewalks and replace sidewalks that are deteriorated. Short Term IPMA 

Install ADA ramps at all crosswalks Short Term IPMA 
At uncontrolled crosswalks, install Yield to Pedestrian signs (including advanced 
signs) and in-ground lighting. Short Term IPMA 

At locations where crosswalks are being removed, install temporary signage and 
remove wheelchair ramps and install curbs. Short Term IPMA 

Streetscape Improvements     
Add additional benches, plants, and flowers to the park areas as well as provide new 
gateway signs and routine maintenance on the space. Long Term  

Reduce sign clutter. Short Term TSA 
Plant trees in empty tree boxes. Short Term TSA 
Enhance lighting in dark areas. Short Term TSA 
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4.2 Intersection Specific Improvements 
 
This section highlights recommended improvements for the South Dakota Avenue corridor.  These 
recommendations are intersection specific and intended to address existing traffic related safety and 
mobility concerns identified during field investigations, input from DDOT staff or citizen’s concerns and 
comments during the Public Outreach Meetings. 
 
The intersection specific recommendations are categorized by intersections and include: 
 

• Intersection specific improvements  
• Pedestrian Improvements 
• Streetscape Improvements 

 
A proposed time period has been included for each individual recommendation provided in this section of 
the report.  The proposed time periods are as follows: 
 

• Short Term – Recommendation which can be implemented within 12 months 
• Long Term – Recommendation which typically would take longer then 12 months to 

implement 
 
Individual administration within the District of Columbia’s government was identified with 
responsibilities governing each recommendation.  The administrations include: 
 

• TPPA – Transportation Policy and Planning Administration 
• TSA – Traffic Services Administration 
• UFA – Urban Forestry Administration 
• PSMA – Public Space Maintenance Administration 
• IPMA – Infrastructure Project Management Administration 

 
Cost estimates for each recommended improvement was also calculated.  Unit costs used in this cost 
analysis are shown in Table 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 7  
Unit Costs 

Improvement  Unit Type  Cost / Unit  
Adjust Signal Phasing  / Timing Intersection $4,500 
Traffic Sign (Ground Mounting) Each $500 
Traffic Sign (Overhead) Each $1,000 
Relocate Traffic Sign Each $155 
Remove Sign Each $100 
School Zone Sign (with flashing 
beacons)  

Each $300 

School Zone Sign Installation (include 
electrification)  Each $450 

Stop Bar  Each $140 
5’ Monolithic Island Linear Foot $250 
Bike Lane  Linear Foot $1.80 
Pavement Marking Lines Linear Foot $1.54 
Pavement Marking - Character Each $90 
Pavement Marking - Direction Arrow Each $150 
Eradication of Old Marking  Linear Foot $0.99 
Speed Bump  Each $6,500 
Bulb-Out  Each $3,000 
New Location Roadway  Linear Foot $320 
New Sidewalk  Linear Foot $80 
Create Wheelchair Ramp  Each $920 
Remove Sidewalk  Linear Foot $2.75 
Paint Crosswalk  Each $200 
Paint Ladder-style Crosswalk  Each $500 
Install Pedestrian Crossing Signal  Each $10,000 
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Table 8 lists the intersection specific recommendations with the type of improvement, time period, DDOT administration responsible for the improvement, and the estimated cost associated with each improvement. 
 

Table 8 
Intersection Specific Recommendations 

 V STREET / NEW YORK 
AVENUE RAMPS Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit B Restrict V Street to a right-in/right-out and restrict entrance to V Street from New York Avenue Ramps by installing a 
concrete median on South Dakota Avenue. Long Term IPMA $20,000.00   

Exhibit B Install signage on exit ramps to alert drivers that they are entering a residential area.  Example could be Entering 
Neighborhood Zone. Short Term TSA $500.00 

33RD PLACE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Split side street movements because of opposing left turn movements and restrict pedestrian crossing during the 
Goodwill entrance phase. Short Term TSA $4,500.00 

Install signal actuation for Goodwill entrance in order to bring this phase up only when vehicles are present. Long Term TSA $4,500.00 

  Install crosswalk warning signs on both the NB and SB approaches. Short Term IPMA $1,000.00 

Exhibit C Realign Goodwill driveway to the north to eliminate side street left turn movement conflict and extend the driveway to 
V Street. Long Term IPMA $982,400.00 

Exhibit C Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted, high visibility ladder-style crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit C Remove pedestrian walk phase crossing South Dakota Avenue during Goodwill Entrance green phase.   Short Term TSA $4,500.00 

Following reconstruction of entrance to Goodwill, add a pedestrian signal head for crosswalk on Goodwill entrance. Long Term TSA $10,000.00 
  Following splitting the side street movements, eliminate the South Dakota Avenue crosswalk on the southern side of 

the intersection. Short Term IPMA $120.00 

Exhibit C Install sidewalk along the westside of South Dakota Avenue from 33rd Street to 33rd Place. Short Term IPMA $129,600.00 
Exhibit C Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Between 33rd Place and 31st Place, plant additional trees in the median similar to existing trees or other suitable types 
of vegetation. Long Term UFA N/A 
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33RD STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit E Push back medians on South Dakota Avenue for enhanced left turning movements. Short Term IPMA $6,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       
  

Exhibit E Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue on the northside of the intersection. Short Term TSA $120.00 

CHANNING STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit E Push back radius in the northwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA 3,000.00 

Install crosswalk warning signs on both the NB and SB approaches. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 
  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement in the SB approach north of crosswalk 

and in the NB approach south of the crosswalk. Short Term TSA $2,000.00  

Exhibit E Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  Install YIELD to Pedestrian signs and also advanced signing with yield road markings at Channing Street.  Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

  

  Paint crosswalk with highly visible ladder-style pattern. Short Term TSA $500.00 

DOUGLAS STREET / 31ST 
PLACE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit F Push back medians on South Dakota Avenue for enhanced left turning movements. Short Term IPMA $6,000.00 

  
Add a No Left Turn sign on South Dakota Avenue restricting NB vehicles from turning left onto 31st Street.  Also 
include time of day and day of week restrictions currently posted at this intersection (7-9:30 AM, Monday – Friday, 
except holidays). 

Short Term TSA $500.00 

Exhibit F Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted, high visibility ladder-style crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  Install YIELD to Pedestrian signs and also advanced signing with yield road markings at Douglas Street. Short Term TSA $1,900.00 

  

Exhibit F Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 
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31ST STREET / AMES 
STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit F Push back radius in the southwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA 3,000.00 

  Eliminate sign pollution at entrance to 31st Street.  Suggest removing Do Not Block Intersection sign.   Short Term TSA $100.00 
  

Exhibit F Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $560.00 

BLADENSBURG ROAD TO 
VISTA STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       
  

Exhibit G Reduce to two-lane SB, construct a center median approximately 10 to 12 feet wide, and create dual left turn lanes for 
SB lefts on to Bladensburg Road. Resurface Long Term IPMA $45,500.00 

BLADENSBURG ROAD Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

On NB South Dakota Avenue approach, install sign with left turn restrictions similar to existing sign on northeast 
corner of the intersection.  (Left turns restricted to buses only from 7 – 9:30 AM, and 4 – 6:30 PM, Monday to 
Friday). 

Short Term TSA $500.00 
  

Along South Dakota Avenue, prior to Bladensburg Road, install signage to provide unfamiliar drivers to the corridor a 
safe distance to make appropriate lane changes.  For example, sign could read Bladensburg Road Next Intersection.   Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

Exhibit G Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted, high visibility ladder-style crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit G Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Add additional park benches, plants and flowers to the park area as well as providing a new gateway sign and routine 
maintenance on the space. Long Term  N/A 
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FRANKLIN STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  View of existing stop signs for WB vehicles approaching South Dakota Avenue are often obstructed by vehicles, signs 
and foliage.  This leads to vehicles not stopping at this approach.  Clear foliage and add chokers or bulb-outs. Long Term IPMA $6,000.00 

Exhibit G Restrict Franklin Street west of South Dakota Avenue to right-out only and use a bulb-out to restrict vehicles from 
entering Franklin Street from South Dakota Avenue. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

Exhibit G Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Long Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit G Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue just north of Franklin Street. Short Term TSA $130.00 

30TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit G Restrict 30th Street west of South Dakota Avenue to a right-in only and construct a bulb-out. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

Exhibit G Restrict 30th Street east of South Dakota Avenue to a right-in/right-out with the placement of a concrete median on 
South Dakota Avenue. Long Term IPMA $12,500.00 

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement in SB approach north of crosswalk and 
in the NB approach south of the crosswalk. Short Term TSA  $2,000.00 

Exhibit G Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Long Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit G Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue north and south of 30th Street and install one crosswalk between 30th 
Street (north) and 30th Street (south) with a pedestrian refuge in the concrete median.   Short Term IPMA $760.00 

Exhibit G Install missing sidewalks along 30th Street, east of South Dakota Avenue. Short Term IPMA $132,800.00 

  

  Install speed humps on 30th street west of South Dakota Avenue. Long Term IPMA $6,500.00 

VISTA STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Add additional time for NB left protected phase in the AM timing plan.   Short Term TSA $4,500.00 

Exhibit H Add the northbound and southbound intersection lane markings (guide tracks) through the intersection to guide 
unfamiliar drivers through the intersection. Short Term TSA $160.00 

  

Exhibit H Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 



South Dakota Avenue Transportation and Streetscape Study 
Final Report  
Page 17  
 

 
 

Install fencing along Vista Street adjacent to railroad track to discourage dumping of trash. Short Term IPMA $10,000.00 
  

Place a No Turn on Red sign for northbound Vista Street. Short Term TSA $500.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit H Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue on the southside of the intersection. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Add sidewalk and/or concrete pad for MetroBus riders waiting to board or departing MetroBus on EB Vista Street.  
Currently the MetroBus stop is located over 100 feet west of the intersection. Long Term IPMA $8,000.00 

Exhibit H Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

HAMLIN STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit H Push back radius in the northwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 

Exhibit H Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit H Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue on the southside of the intersection. Short Term TSA $90.00 

CARLTON AVENUE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Restrict parking on Carlton Avenue within 75 feet of the intersection due to the narrow width of the street. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 
Exhibit I Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  Install pedestrian signal for Carlton Avenue crosswalks on the eastern leg of the intersection.  Install driver feedback 
15 mph sign for the school and connect to the signal.  Short Term TSA $20,000.00 

  

Exhibit I Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

IRVING STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

    Intersection Improvements       

  Exhibit I Push back radius in the northwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 
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Exhibit I Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalk for eastbound movement. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit I Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue north and south of the intersection. Short Term TSA $180.00 

MYRTLE AVENUE /             
26TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit I Push back radius in the southwest and southeast quadrants of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius 
for vehicles turning right. Short Term IPMA $6,000.00 

Restrict parking on Myrtle Avenue within 75 feet of the intersection due to the narrow width of the street. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 
  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement just north of Myrtle Avenue / 26th 

Street. Short Term TSA  $2,000.00 

Exhibit I Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalk for eastbound movement. Short Term TSA $280.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit I Install crosswalk between the intersections of 26th Street and Irving Street with highly visible ladder-style pattern.  
Install pedestrian crossing signs and in-pavement flashing warning lights. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

  

Exhibit I Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue north of the intersection. Short Term TSA $90.00 

RHODE ISLAND AVENUE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit J Repaint pavement markings on South Dakota Avenue. Short Term TSA $900.00 

  
Along South Dakota Avenue, prior to Rhode Island Avenue, install signage to provide unfamiliar drivers to the 
corridor a safe distance to make appropriate lane changes.  For example, sign could read Rhode Island Avenue Next 
Intersection.   

Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

Exhibit J Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit J Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 
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LAWRENCE STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement just north of Lawrence Street. Short Term TSA $2,000.00  
Exhibit K Close off access to Lawrence Street on the east side. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit K Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue north and south of Lawrence Street.  Short Term TSA $200.00 

  

Exhibit K Install crosswalk perpendicular to South Dakota Avenue with highly visible ladder-style pattern.  Install pedestrian 
crossing signs and in-pavement flashing warning lights. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

MONROE STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit K Repaint pavement markings on South Dakota Avenue. Short Term TSA $900.00 
  Relocate National Shrine Immaculate Conception sign to the south side of the tree which obstructs it view. Short Term TSA $155.00 

Exhibit K Move stopbar for WB traffic on the eastern leg of the intersection to the east, away from the intersection.  The existing 
location makes right turn for NB vehicle difficult and unsafe.   Short Term TSA $140.00 

  
Overlap Monroe EB right on to SB South Dakota Avenue with NB South Dakota Avenue protected left turn phase.  
This would require a signal head change for EB Monroe Street.  If this change is adopted, restripe western leg of 
Monroe Street to three 10 foot lanes. 

Long Term TSA $4,500.00 

Exhibit K Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit K Install missing sidewalk on the west side of South Dakota Avenue. Short Term IPMA $16,000.00 

  

Exhibit K Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

22ND STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit L Install monolithic island on east side of 22nd Street to restrict the northwest left turns from Newton Street. Long Term IPMA $25,000.00 
Exhibit L Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit L Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 
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NEWTON STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit L Close Newton Street between South Dakota Avenue and 22nd Street to traffic. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit L Relocate bike route to travel through the South Dakota Avenue/22nd Street signalized intersection using signage. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

Exhibit L Install missing sidewalk on Newton Street. Short Term IPMA $11,200.00 

  

Exhibit L Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 

OTIS STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit L Restrict western leg of Otis Street to a right-out only using a bulb out. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit L Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 
  Install signage directing the public to cross at the adjacent signalized intersection. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

  

Exhibit L Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $280.00 

20TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit M Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit M Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

OUINCY STREET / PERRY 
STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements         

Exhibit N Convert Quincy Street to a one-way WB.  Modify signals accordingly. Long Term TSA $4,500.00 
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Exhibit N Construct a bulb out on the eastern leg of the intersection to allow for one way WB traffic. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

Exhibit N Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit N Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

19TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit N Restrict 19th Street to a right-in only. Long Term IPMA $12,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit N Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $100.00 

  

Exhibit N Construct sidewalk on east side of South Dakota Avenue between the intersections of 19th Street and Randolph Street. Short Term IPMA $16,000.00 

RANDOLPH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit N Restrict the eastern leg of Randolph Street to a right-out only.   Long Term IPMA $10,400.00 

Exhibit N Restrict western leg of Randolph Street to right turn in and right turn out only. Long Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  Install driver feedback sign along South Dakota Avenue in the SB direction with school sign just north of Randolph 
Street. Short Term TSA  $2,000.00 

Exhibit N Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $280.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit N Eliminate cross walks on South Dakota Avenue at Randolph Street.   Short Term TSA $200.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Add park benches, new plants and flowers to the park area as well as providing a new gateway sign and routine 
maintenance on the space. Long Term   N/A 
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SHEPHERD STREET / 
18TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Due to the high speeds along this corridor, and the blind crest south of this intersection, install a 25MPH Speed Limit 
sign to be located SB south of this intersection. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

Exhibit O Close off access to Shepherd Street. Long Term IPMA $10,000.00 
Exhibit O Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit O Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

TAYLOR STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  As volumes at this intersection continue to grow, provide a protected left turn phase NB from South Dakota Avenue to 
WB Taylor Street. Long Term IPMA $4,500.00 

Exhibit P Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit P Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

MICHIGAN AVENUE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Along South Dakota Avenue, prior to Michigan Avenue, install signage to provide unfamiliar drivers to the corridor a 
safe distance to make appropriate lane changes.  For example, sign could read Michigan Avenue Next Intersection.   Short Term IPMA $1,000.00 

  
Perform a red-light running analysis to determine if a red-light camera is needed. Short Term TPPA $4,500.00 

Exhibit Q Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit Q Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 
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16TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Add Do Not Block Intersection signs on South Dakota Avenue SB. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 
  

Realign NB light to allow NB traffic to clearly see signal head once NB vehicles clear Michigan Avenue intersection. Short Term TSA $500.00 
Exhibit Q Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit Q Paint SB crosswalk with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $500.00 

WEBSTER STREET / 14TH 
STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Install speed humps or rumble strips along the alley parallel to 14th Street to the east to minimize cut-through traffic. Short Term IPMA $13,000.00 
Exhibit R Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $700.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit R Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,500.00 

  

  Install pedestrian signal for South Dakota Avenue crosswalk on northern leg of the intersection.  Repair sidewalk just 
north on South Dakota Avenue. Short Term IPMA $20,000.00 

ALLISON STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit R Paint WB stopbar 8 feet behind painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $140.00 

Exhibit R Push back radius in the northwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement midway between Allison Street and 
Buchanan Street / 13th Place. Short Term TSA $2,000.00  
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BUCHANAN STREET /  
13TH PLACE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit S Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $280.00 
  Install Do Not Block Intersection signs for NB and SB approaches. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

Exhibit S Restrict Buchanan Street to a right-out only using a bulb out. Long Term IPMA $8,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit S Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $100.00 

SARGENT ROAD Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

As volumes at this intersection continue to grow, provide a protected left turn phase WB from Sargent Road to SB 
South Dakota Avenue. Long Term TSA $4,500.00 

  
Install Left-Turn Only signage on WB Sargent Road for the left turn lane. Short Term TSA $500.00 

Exhibit S Paint stopbars 8 feet behind newly painted, high visibility ladder-style crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit S Repair sidewalk on South Dakota Avenue - east and west side. Short Term IPMA $26,800.00 
Exhibit S Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Trim the trees of over hanging branches on SB approach. Short Term PSMA  N/A 

CRITTENDEN STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit T Re-stripe EB and WB approaches. Short Term TSA $300.00 
Exhibit T Restrict movements to a right-out only on Crittenden Street both east and west sides. Long Term IPMA $14,800.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit T Construct sidewalk on South Dakota Avenue - west side. Short Term IPMA $8,000.00 

  

Exhibit T Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 
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12TH STREET (SOUTH) Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit T Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $420.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  Replace existing traffic signal head serving as a pedestrian signal (East/West crosswalk on NB approach of South 
Dakota Avenue) and replace it with a standard pedestrian signal. Short Term TSA $10,000.00 

Exhibit T Add crosswalk and pedestrian signal on the north side of the intersection. Short Term TSA $10,000.00 
Exhibit T Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Trim the trees of over hanging branches on NB and SB approach. Short Term PSMA N/A 

12TH STREET (NORTH) Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit T Restrict movement to a right-in only on the east side. Short Term IPMA $7,200.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       
  

Exhibit T Install missing sidewalk north of 12th Street. Short Term IPMA $10,800.00 

DECATUR STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit U Push back radius in the northwest quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 

Exhibit U Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $280.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit U Install sidewalks on both sides of Decatur Street just west of South Dakota Avenue. Short Term IPMA $56,800.00 
Exhibit U Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 

  

Exhibit U Install crosswalk just north of Decatur Street intersection perpendicular to South Dakota Avenue with highly visible 
ladder-style pattern.  Install pedestrian crossing signs at new crosswalk with in-pavement flashing warning lights. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 
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  Streetscape Improvements       

  Add additional park benches, plants, and flowers to the park area as well as a new gateway sign and routine 
maintenance on the space. Long Term  N/A 

11TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit U Paint stopbar 8 feet behind painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $140.00 

Exhibit U Push back radius in the northeast quadrant of the intersection to 20' to allow a smoother turning radius for vehicles 
turning right. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement just south of 11th Street. Short Term TSA $2,000.00  

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit U Connect sidewalk on east side of South Dakota Avenue, north of the 11th Street intersection. Short Term IPMA $11,600.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Trim the trees of over hanging branches on NB and SB approach. Short Term UFA N/A 

DELAFIELD STREET / 
10TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Install Do Not Enter or One-Way signage on South Dakota Avenue to restrict turning onto Delafield Street.  Short Term TSA $1,000.00 
Exhibit V Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  Install pedestrian signal for Delafield and 10th Streets crosswalks.  Repair sidewalk at intersection. Short Term TSA $20,000.00 
Exhibit V Install sidewalks on the east side of South Dakota Avenue. Short Term IPMA $10,400.00 

  

  Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

8TH STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements         

Exhibit V Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $280.00 
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  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit V Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  Trim bushes in the NW corner to increase site distance. Short Term UFA N/A 

FARADAY PLACE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement just south of Faraday Place. Short Term TSA   
Exhibit V Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit V Install crosswalk on the northside of the intersection with highly visible ladder-style pattern for the northern leg of the 
intersection.  Install pedestrian crossing signs and in-pavement flashing warning lights. Short Term TSA $1,500.00 

FARRAGUT PLACE Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit W Paint stopbars 8 feet behind painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit W Eliminate crosswalk on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $100.00 

  

Exhibit W Repair sidewalk at intersection. Short Term IPMA $3,000.00 

GALLATIN STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit W Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       
  

Exhibit W Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 
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GALLOWAY STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit W / Exhibit X Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Install signs to help guide the public to the Metro Station on Galloway Street. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit W / Exhibit X Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $2,000.00 

Exhibit W / Exhibit X Extend sidewalk from Metro location to South Dakota Avenue on the southside of the western leg. Short Term IPMA $48,000.00 

  Streetscape Improvements       

  

  Between Gallatin and Galloway, plant bushes/shrubs along eastern side of the block to visually separate South Dakota 
Avenue from athletic field.   Short Term UFA N/A 

HAMILTON STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit X Paint stopbars a minimum of 4 feet behind newly painted crosswalks. Short Term TSA $560.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       

Exhibit X Paint all crosswalks with highly visible ladder-style pattern as appropriate. Short Term TSA $1,000.00 

  

  Install pedestrian signal for Hamilton Street crosswalks on the eastern and western legs of the intersection. Short Term TSA $20,000.00 

INGRAHAM STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

Exhibit Y Paint stopbar 8 feet behind painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $140.00 

  Pedestrian Improvements       
  

Exhibit Y Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 
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JEFFERSON STREET Exhibit Location Improvement Type Period Administration Estimated Cost 

  Intersection Improvements       

  Install driver feedback sign warning motorists of automated speed enforcement midway between Jefferson and 
Ingraham Streets. Short Term TSA  $2,000.00 

Exhibit Y Paint stopbar 8 feet behind painted crosswalk. Short Term TSA $140.00 
  Pedestrian Improvements       

  

Exhibit Y Eliminate crosswalks on South Dakota Avenue.  Short Term TSA $200.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The following pages (Exhibit B – Exhibit Y) illustrate some of the recommended improvements throughout the South Dakota Avenue study corridor.   
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Appendix A  
Public Meeting Summaries 
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Appendix B  
Traffic Data 
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Appendix C  
2002-2004 Accident Data 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
















