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Introduction
■ PEPCO and UDC have partnered to install an Innovative 

Container Food Production System known as an “Ag. Pod” at 
the UDC Backus Food Hub Site. 

■ Using advanced technology in the Ag. Pod, we can grow high 
quality - fresh food in a controlled environment in a short time. 

■ This type of technology enables us to operate 365 days a year 
24/7 which will help us minimize food desert problem.



Ag. Pod Project Goals

■ The Ag. Pod is an innovative form of urban food production.
■ The PEPCO UDC collaboration is in line with UDC CAUSES mission 

to offer research-based academic and community outreach 
programs that improve quality of life and economic opportunity of 
all people and communities in the District of Columbia, the nation 
and the world. 



Ag. Pod System

 The Ag. Pod demonstrates a vertical 
hydroponic system with LED lighting for 
24 hours of growth and sanitation for 
high-quality food production.

 We can grow lettuce, leafy greens, herbs, 
flowers and root vegetables.



LETTUCE

Source: Freight Farms



LEAFY GREENS

Source: Freight Farms



HERBS

Source: Freight Farms



Root Vegetables



Community Training
■ The Ag. Pod will be installed at the Bertie Backus Food Hub 

Site in December or early January.
■ The Bertie Backus Food Hub Site is one of a network of UDC 

urban food sites to educate and train communities on urban 
food production and urban sustainability. 

■ UDC is working with its partners including PEPCO to develop 
an Entrepreneurial Training Model to train interested residents 
in Wards 5, 7, and 8 to make this project to a functional 
community asset. 



Food Production and Distribution

■ All produced food from this project will be distributed among 
the residents in food desert areas. 

■ Part of the production will be assigned to UDC Backus Farm 
stand, which will be operational between June and 
November.



Community Engagement
■ A community Survey: https://udc.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6MyQ2BqV0l2uWVL

■ Project Wrap design selection: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B9N696S
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B9N696S


Questions?
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