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Crimes that reported in 405, located in the FOURTH Police District(s) between 01/25/2020 and 02/24/2020.

Download Crime Data I Crime Definitions I New Search

Homicide

Sex Abuse

Robbery Excluding Gun

Robbery With Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW)
Excluding Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW) Gun

Total Violent Crime

Burglary

Theft

Theft F/Auto

Stolen Auto

Arson

Total Property Crime

Total Crime
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Definition of symbols in "Change" column:

^: Decrease in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

^: Increase in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

^: No change in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.
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Crimes that reported in 406, located in the FOURTH Police District(s) between 01/25/2020 and 02/24/2020.

Download Crime Data I Crime Definitions I New Search

Crime Type

Homicide

Sex Abuse

Robbery Excluding Gun

Robbery Witfa Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW)
Excluding Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW) Gun

Total Violent Crime

Burglary

Theft

Theft F/Auto

Stolen Auto

Arson

Total Property Crime

Total Crime

Number of Crinm Reported Between

^25/2619 to 204/2019 | 01/25^^0 to 02/24/2020

0

1

1

18

8

4

0

31
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1
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4
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Definition of symbols in "Change" column:

^: Decrease in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

^". Increase in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

^4: No change in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.
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Crimes that reported In 407, located in the FOURTH Police District(s) between 01/25/2020 and 02/24/2020.

Download Crime Data I Crime Definitions I New Search

Crime Type 1^^20119 to 2/2^(W | 6lE^2^2&20toQ2/24;2020 j Change

Homicide

Sex Abuse

Robbery Excluding Gun

Robbery With Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW)
Excluding Gun

Assault Dangerous Weapon (ADW) Gun

Total Violent Crime

Burglary

Theft

Theft F/Auto

Stolen Auto

Arson

Total Property Crime

Total Crime

1

6

8

9

6

4

0

27

33

0

0

1

0

0

5

6

2

13
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2

0
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Definition of symbols in "Change" column:

^". Decrease in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

"t": Increase in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.

4^: No change in the number of crimes reported compared to the prior time period.
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Know how to protect yourself on the street
You may not ever be faced with the prospect of a muggi3r, but Efs important to know

how to act if you ever encounter such a situation..

'l1he best way to prou.'ct ymir^?l!''fmm a. street rolibery.

or mug^in^, K TO redycp yoaj- expxsure to poteni^tly bang
victimized — stay in groups, waUc in well-lii area.s. and pay
aisention to your surroyndmgs. 'T'h.ie'vea mil 3oo.k for ''easy

piey' befon? they tr}"- fa? ^Usck somfeme who is prepared,
Uobberv and asssLilL are Eenouscnmffl.WNI.einona'-

is often t!he matjvalion. tliese .re considered crimes of

violena? bscaiise lhi3vlRVDlvd t^e ih.real or sctual use of

pbysicaJ vifllence. The bas^c n-il^ of prfvenitjon are to bs
Rimsibk'-ATKl to be alert.

» If possible, don't wsSk alone during JiitEi-n^hr. houTS.

Walk m (p^Lips wh£'niLIv'er you can — IheTc;' isaJwa^

safc-tvinrm.mbers.

i> LeLa fajnilv TTiembe.rorfriend Ij-aowvourd&slina.ticTi

and vouresUma^ed time oi arrival or Telym, Th.ai wayi,

thff p^ics ca.rs be; notjficd s&qaickl.v' as possible ilth^pe'
^ a prat/tem.

» Slay in wdl- i3t a-r-eas as m'jch 3£ posK'ble, Avoid aj] ey.s,

va^n's. bit, wooded area^ .a-nd <.';Lh&r sh^rt-cuts or

St-dudfd aiKUE. Thes^ sue: usually not wel]. lit or'k-wilv

ira.vsled.

» Wdk on ihesidewak whfnever possible. Walk
d&ftoth.eciu-b.^.vci.im^doora'a^b^tic-s^nd

utEi£i"p<.Ht;"ntial hiding places.

» IfyoLi hive to w a!k in the sn'eeL walk factrtg lra!?ic.

A p&rswi walking wthtraJ'Tic can be f&lbwed.
forced into a can and alxluded more ca.si ly than a

person walMng agajnst tTalEiit::.
» Walk (xarrfidenik directly, and al 3 sl.ea.dy pace,

['jKm'i stop lo talk tostran^rs.

)> WfiTc'iothing.a.ndsho^s: thai. give )wjfr&E'tf.om of

moveTn^nl. And. d.uTi'^ burden vcnxrselfwrth faxi

many pacfcages »T i^£m s.
» Always be sware of )<DUT surrounding.
^ tf you are wearing headphones, donl. harn iip

lh<? volume so high thalyou canmt bear'cutside
noi.sciS.

» ?<E;ver hiEc^hi-keor accept hdei; from silnnge^;.
» keport any sus.piL'ious acli'vit.y or pmsMn tmmeds-

atish' to the Metropoiita.n Poii.^ DepiTLme-nl at, 3-1-1. Or,

if it is an emejgency,di3s 9-1 -].

» Awid cam ing large sum^ ofcssh, or displaying expc'r'-
sh'e icwelry, dc. in public.

» If VDU must carry iiarge SLXITSS, dhide t'he cash in'lo

smajlfir quantities wd carry m muitipls places on your
person (waJfet, pnrae. side pocket, etc.;

BasicStreet Smarts
)) Wh£Tev;?.r you .rre'—on die street, in an office bmlding

or ELhoppin^. maJl, diivrag. waiyTiy; for s bus or subway"

SHY a1erl ar d Eur.e'd in to wjr suTroL«ndin^.

» Ssnd Lhe 'n-i ?%3gi;' thai: ^'j're calm, coRftdenl and know

wner^TOursgoing..

» TrasL vour ^ristjncls. If son'iet.hinf, or somfioae m akes

vou. uneaw aTOid the 9eT&3n or JL-'ave.

» know th(i rici^hb-orliuadi; w?ii2Ti' yoLi live ;md wo'ik.

» Check o-m the locatton1i ofpc'ii.lc)" snd fir? •iialions,

public: r.e-iephone&> h&spstaJ;;.. ind rasta.u.nnis. or slifTes'

".h.;itap;'opl;nl3l-e.

If Someone Tries to Rob ¥oy
» Dont 'resi&t. GiveupYoyr iproperb'—. dc'nt. gi'

life.
» R-eport (he crime Ea it^ pullct1. Try to describ

LLtA^r.aacarstek. Your ^chons can helpprL'vi

from becorntns victims.

» Selfdeiense m?ai>ures are 'mo&l dTectiw wbe.

EIS pTeventivesl.e'pi—aTOi.dsng the crime iR th

place. 'Th-ese measiEr-is i nclnde runniHig away,

screaming, and raising an aiarm—remembeT,

people will respond to som eore ye'lling, "Fir£
wU1to"H^pr

Safety iftYourVehide
» 'The cnme of'camckm^" - w?i3cb it; ^aJmg

force— capUm's ihiKi(!lines across ;he countr

cally spiking, ho'w-.'vfir, yoiiT chance? ofbem

of canaciUri^ arc very slim, and taki.ng prever!

surs^ i's.n [reduce dist risk eveji m ore.

» If tJie ^^riacks'r ijirsilens wu with a gun or 01

weapon, ayEUPmUit CAR.
» Don t aryj.e Yoa.r iifs is detmi^ly wor'Ji m on

» Gtft away i.rDm the arc's as qu^k-h' a-s possifci^

» r;'rv loremembe: vcha'l Lhec^iacker l<.K?kKi ];

rau?, a.^e, hair and E.'ye L'oi"3T, speciaj features, i

» Report ihs crim.s EM^EDiATElY to ±c pDlice'

AutonatsKt Teller Madiise Safety Tips
» Try to as<? machinei vo'j are iamsliar with, sn

\ise t^rrmn^-i ^x'ati.'d in banks "'atht-j' 6~sn in(

temjjtais.

» Q« aware of your sitrroundings. Look .iroimd

conducung a; t.ransacliaji.

» 3fyousc'eaR>'om'lorsjiylhi.ru|;mspicjoijft,c3n

transaction and ^o to amlker ATM,
» iFyoumust'use^T) ATM after aoursim'akesu

wdi-hL
» Nsvsr v-'aik avva.y from. an ,A']"M with cEtiih st.i!

I.f you a.naij0irig to count your moo"v'. do so 3

» Wh-an miafcinean ATM [ransacEicin from vau

aware, /vfyour surrounding^ Keep ^ur eyes;

•open, aRd kffip car dao^ ^Dcl'eclJ



Protection Orders

Getting an Order of Protection

There are many steps you can take to protect your safety during or after an abusive relationship. You may wish to apply for a Civil
Protection Order (CPO). If the judge agrees with your petition, a Temporary Protection Order (TPO) will be immediately issued. A
TPO is valid up to 14 days and is used to allow time for the abuser to be served before the CPO hearing. In emergency situations and
outside normal court hours an Emergency Temporary Protection Order (ETPO) can be issued. This order last for 5 days and must be
initiated through a process between the police officer and an advocate from Survivors and Advocates for Empowerment (SAFE).

What is a Civil Protection Order?

A civil protection order is a court order issued by a judge, lasting up to one year, designed to provide you with long-term protection
from an abuser. The CPO orders your abuser to stop abusing and/or threatening you, to stay away from you, not to contact you in any

way, and provide other forms of relief that you need to be safe.

Who can get one?

You can get a CPO if you have been physically hurt, sexually assaulted, threatened, stalked, or had property destroyed by a person to
whom you are related by blood, adoption, marriage, domestic partnership, have a child in common, share or have shared the same

home, have or previously had a dating relationship (it does not need to be a sexual relationship) or from a person who had one of the
above relationships with your current domestic partner. You must live or work in DC and at least one incident must have occurred in

DC to seek protection from the DC Court. However, the order will protect you in all states.

When do I file for a CPO?

As soon as possible after the abuse occurs, go to the Domestic Violence Intake Center at DC Superior Court, Room 4235, 500 Indiana
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, or the Satellite Domestic Violence Intake Center located inside of the United Medical Center at 1328
Southern Avenue, SE, Suite 311. You can file up to two years after the incident, but a delay m filing may make the judge less likely to
believe you. The process of filing for a CPO can take several hours, so make sure you leave plenty of time to arrive at the court before

it closes at 4 pm.

Remember, a CPO cannot make the abuse stop. Nonetheless, it is an important step to take because it helps legally document your

experience. If you get a CPO, make sure you think about other steps you can take to plan for your safety. The next section will give
you suggestions to do so.

For additional domestic violence information:

Domestic Violence Unit
Police Headquarters
300 Indiana Avenue, NW, Room 3156
Washington, DC
Phone:(202)727-7137
Fax:(202)727-6491

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Executive Office of the Mayor

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418
Derek. staten@dc.gov
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OFFICE OF VICTIM SERVICES AND JUSTICE GRANTS

Private Security Camera Voucher Program Information

Program Description

The Private Security Camera Voucher Program provides a private security camera system to eligible residents

free of charge. District residents—either owners or tenants—who receive public assistance may be eligible to

have a camera system installed at their home.

Requirements

An Applicant must live in the District of Columbia and provide proof of current receipt of public

assistance pursuant to the District of Columbia Public Assistance Act of 1982, effective April 6, 1982 (D.C. Law

4-101; § 4-201.01 et seq.)/ under one of the following programs:

(1) General Assistance for Children;

(2) Emergency Shelter Family Services;

(3) Temporary Assistance for Needy Families;

(4) Program un Work/ Employment, and responsibility; or

(5) Interim Disability Assistance.

Applicants who are tenants must provide documentation from the property owner approving the installation

of the security camera system on the property.

Restrictions

Applicants must be an owner or tenant of a residence located in the District of Columbia. Until August 31,

2017, applications will only be accepted from Applicants whose property is located in specific Police Service

Areas. Beginning September 1, 2017, if there are still funds remaining, properties throughout the District will

be eligible to participate in the program.

Additional Information and Application

For additional Program information and the voucher application, visit http://ovsig.dc.Rov/.

Program Contact

Interested applicants should email security. cameras(a)dc.eov or call (202) 727-5124 with questions.

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418

Derek.staten@dc.gov



MPD Rewards
The Metropolitan Police Department rewards programs are designed to encourage individuals to step

forward and provide police with information that will help solve crime and bring offenders to justice in
the District of Columbia.

Homicides - UP to $25.000

The MPD offers a reward of up to $25,000 to anyone who provides information that leads to the arrest

and conviction of the person or persons responsible for any homicide committed in the District of

Columbia. Individuals with information about unsolved homicides should call the MPDC at [202) 727-
9099.

Shootines - UP to $10.000

The MPD offers a reward of up to $10,000 to anyone who provides information that leads to the arrest

and conviction of the person or persons responsible for any shooting committed in the District of

Columbia. Individuals with information about unsolved shootings should call the MPDC at [202]727-
9099.

Robberies - Up to $10.000
The MPD offers a reward of up to $10,000 to anyone who provides information that leads to the arrest

and conviction of the person or persons responsible for any robbery committed in the District of

Columbia. Individuals with information about unsolved robberies should call the MPDC at [202] 727-
9099.

Gun Seizure - Up to $2.300

If you know someone who has a gun or you know where illegal guns are being hidden in your community

let the MPD know. Your tip is completely anonymous and you will be eligible for a cash reward of up to

$2,500. Call (202) 727-9099 with your gun tip. Learn more about the Firearm Tip Reward Program.

Other Serious Crimes - UP to $1,000
Through the DC Crime Solvers program, individuals who provide information that leads to an arrest and

indictment in other types of serious crimes may receive a reward of up to $1,000. Individuals with
information about other unsolved crimes should call the Crime Solvers hotline: 1 [800) 673-2777.

In homicide and robbery cases, eligibility for rewards, as well as specific reward amounts are determined

by the MPD. In other cases, reward decisions are made by the Crime Solvers Committee.

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418
Derek.staten@dc.gov



Text the Police: 50411

Text 50411

In addition to anonymously texting tips to the MPD, community members can

now use their cell phone to send pictures or video about serious or violent
crimes to the Metropolitan Police Department.

Give 5-0 the 411 with the MPD's Text Tip Line: 50411. Text, photo and

video messages are monitored by members of the department 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Tips on
serious or violent crimes will be investigated by members of the department. If you would like a police response

for any incident, please call 911. All tips may also be directed to (202) 727-9099 and may be eligible for a
reward.

Message and Data Rates may apply.

Because the tip line is anonymous, the sender will not receive a response to the original message. The

anonymous text tip line is not an emergency number. If you witness a crime in progress or have an emergency
that requires the police, please call 911.

Contact TTY;
711
Related Content:
Hotlines, Tip Lines and Important Numbers

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418

Derek.staten@dc.gov



XCHANGE LOHE

Planning to buy, sell or trade
something you found online?

Whether you're buying or selling, the internet is a great tool for

a good deal. But not everyone out there is trustworthy. The MPD

has noted a significant uptick in robberies where the victims were

targeted after using online resale sites to buy or sell items. Here

are some useful tips for a safe exchange in person:

It is always best to meet during daylight hours.
Never meet anyone in a non-public area, or an area that

is not well traveled.
Always meet in a well-lit location, with lots of people, and

cameras.

Consider meeting at or near one of MPD's designated Exchange Zones:

First District Station: 101 M Street, Southwest

Second District Station: 3320 Idaho Avenue, Northwest

Third District Station: 1620 V Street, Northwest
Fourth District Station; 6001 Georgia Avenue, Northwest

Fif? District Station: 1805 BIadensfaurgRoad, Northeast
Sixth District Station: 5002 Hayes Street, Northeast
Seventh District Station: 2455 Alabama Avenue, Southeast

Special Operations Division's Harbor Patro!:

550 WaterStreet, Southwest EXCHANGE ZONE'

Buying, selling or tradJRg „.

BE SAFE.

htp://mp(tc.t!c.g(tv/dcexchangezene

IjDCPolice fc^DCPoliceDepft a OffidalDCPolice

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418
Derek.staten@dc.gov



MCTROPOUTAN POUCE ItePARTSlENT

ZONA DE INTERCAMBIO

^Comprar, vender o interoambiar algo que

encontraste por el internet? Hazlo de forma segura.

Ya sea que este comprando o vendiendo, el internet es una gran

herramienta para un buen negocio. Pero no todos son dignos

de confianza. El MPD ha notado un aumento significativo en los
robos a los que fueron vfctimas despues de usar sitios de reventa
par el internet para comprar o vender artfculos. Aquf hay algunos

consejos utiles para un intercambio seguro en persona:

» Siompt° es mejor reunirse dursnte e! dfa.

» Nunca se reuna con alguien en una area no publica o en

una area que no este bien transitada.

» Siempre reunase en un lugar bien iluminado, con mucha

gente y camaras.

Considere reunirse en o cerca de una de las "Zonas de Intercambio" designadas por el MPD;

» Primers Estacion de! Distrito; 101 IV! Street, Southwest
» Segunda Estacion de! Distrito: 3320 Idaho Avenue, Northwest
» Estacion del Tercer Distrito: 1620 V Street. Northwest

» Cuarta Estacion del Dlstrito: 6001 Georgia Avenue, Northwest
» Estacion del Quinto Distrito: 1805 Bladensburg Road, Northeast

» Estacion del Sexto Distrito: 5002 Hayes Street, Northeast
» Estacion del Septimo Distrito; 2455 Alabama Avenue, Southeast
» La Division de Operaciones Especiales de Harbor

Patrol: 550WaterStreet, Southwest ZQHA DE INTERCAMBIO

i1-^vs-^

lrtp;//mpdc.dc.gov/dcexchangezone

B DCPolice fr (SDCPoliceDept & OffidaiDCPolice

Mr. Derek Staten Community Outreach
Phone 202-715-7418

Derek.staten@dc.gov



» The best way to prevent theft from your auto is to

always keep valuables butta sight." Never leave cell

phones, briefcases, smtcases, or small electronic de-

vices (personal music devices, digital assistants, etc.) in
your car in plain view. Take theses items with you, or
secure them — all the time, every time!

» If your car has a trunk, use it. Put valuables in there or

in a locked glove compartment. Hiding items under
seats is better than leaving them in plain view, but

securing them inside the glove compartment or trunk

is a far better deterrent.

» During the holiday season especially, or any time
you're shopping, place packages in the trunk, not on

the passenger seats or floors.

» Look for car radios or other sound systems that can

operate only in the vehicle it was originally installed in.
This reduces the risk of theft.

» If you can unfasten your sound system and take it with

you, or lock It in your trunk, do so. And don't forget to

do the same with your CDs and tapes.

» Also, keep your car doors and windows locked — all

the time!

Carjacking
While the violent crime ofcarjacking can be particularly

frightening, there are some things you can do to protect

yourself Always be aware of your surroundings, keep your

doors locked and windows roll.e^d up, drive in the center

lane, and call police if you feel threatened. For more sug-

gestions, see the separate brochure, 'Avoiding Becoming a

Victim ofCarjacking," in this series.

Contact In formation

MPD Auto Theft Unit
300 Indiana Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 724-1360

Get More Safety Tips

For tips on other ways to stay safe from crime in your

daily Ufe, see the other brochures in this series, avail-

able from our Website at www.mpdc.dc.gov/safety. Or

visit your local police district. To find the one nearest
you, visit www.mpdc.dc.gov/districts.

Get Involved!
No one individual or agency working alone can prevent

crime. It takes police and citizens working in partnership.

The District ofColumbias community policing strategy
provides many ways for police and communities to work
together to prevent crime and build safer neighborhoods.
These include regular Police Service Area meetings in your

community, citizen patrols and more, To learn more about

community policing activities in your neighborhood, call

your local police district:

FOR YOUR SAFETY

ist District

2nd District
3rd District
4th District

5th District
6th District

7th District

Main:

Substation:

Main;

Main:

Main:

Siibstation:

Main:

Main:

Substatioft:

Main:

....(202)698-0555..

....(202) 698-0068.,

.-(202)715-7300..

....(202)673-6815,.

,....(202)715-7400..

.....(202) 576-8222.,

...,.(202)698-0150.

.....(202)698-0880.

,...,(202)698-2088.

.....(202)698-1500.

.......TTY: 727-8506

,..,... TTY: 543-2552

.......TTY: 364-3961

....... TTY: 518-0008

....... TTY: 722-1791

....... TTY: 576-9640

.......TTY: 727-5437

....... TTY: 398-5397

....,., TTY: 281-3945

....... TTY: 889-3574

Know Something About a Crime? Don't Keep It a Secret
If you have important information to share with the

police, the Anonymous Crime Tip Line and Text Tip Line
enables you to give MPD vital information anonymously.

Just dial (202) 727-9099 or text to 50411 24 hours a day, seven

days a week. Your name will not be used, only the informa-

tion you provide. Your information could lead to a cash
reward. For more details, see www.mpdc.dc.gov/tipline.

5-0

THE 4-1-1

Have information for police?

CALL (202> 727-9099
TEXT TO 50411

r{»^^.W^h^^R^t^iR(|CT(|«^^

* ^ *

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Metropolitan Police Department

300 Indiana Avenue, NW
Washingtonj DC 20001

January 2011

Protecting
Your Vehicle

from Theft and Tampering

Tips for protecting your vehicle from

being vandalized, broken into, and stolen



Save yourself the trouble.
Every day in the District of Columbia, about 18 vehicles are stolen. These stolen vans/

cars, motorcycles and trucks cost victims time and money/ as well as increase every-

one's insurance premiums. Often, stolen vehicles are used to commit other crimes.

You can save you and your family a lot of frustration,

stress, and interruption to your daily life by taking some
simple precautions to reduce the risk of having yoar vehicle
become a target. Following are some steps you can take to

make your car — and the valuables it may contain — less

attractive to thieves,

Exercise Common Sense
An unlocked vehicle with a key in the ignition is an open in-

vitation to any thief regardless of any anti-theft device you may
use. The common'sense approach to protection is the simplest

and most cost-effective way to avoid would-be thieves.

You should always secure your vehicle, even if you re

parking for "just a. minute. Do this by:

» Removing your keys from the ignition.
» Locking all of your doors.
» Closing all of your windows.

» Parking in a. well-lit area.

» Never leaving your engine running and vehicle unlocked

while you run into your home, a convenience store or

anywhere else.

Employ Visible or Audible Deterrents
A visible or audible device alerts thieves that your

vehicle is protected. Popular devices include:

» Audible alarms are typically equipped with motion or im-
pact sensors that trigger a 120-decibel siren. The alarm

should have an automatic shut-off capability.
» Steering wheel locks prevent the steering wheel from

turning.

» Steering column collars prevent thieves from hot-wiring
the vehicle. Some collars are installed permanently; oth-

ers must be continuously activated.

» Theft deterrent decals visually warn thieves the vehicle is

protected by an alarm or other anti-theft device

» Tire locks similar to the circular steel boots used by many
police departments, prevent the vehicle from being

driven..

» Window etching. If the vehicle identification number

(VIN) is etched onto the vehicle's windows, It makes it

difficult for thieves to resell the vehicle or its parts.

Use a Tracking System or Vehicle Immobilizar
A tracking system that emits a signal to police or a moni-

toring station when the vehicle is reported stolen. Tracking
systems are effective in helping authorities recover stolen autos.

Vehicle immobilizers prevent thieves from bypassing
your ignition and hot-wiring the vehicle. Some electronic

devices have computer chips in ignition keys. Other devices
inhibit the flow of electricity or fuel to the engine until a hid-

den switch or button is activated. Popular third-level devices

include:
» Smart keys — contain speciaUy-coded computer chips

or radio frequencies. Without the exact key, the vehicles

engine cannot be started.

» Fuse cut-offs.

» Kill switches — inhibit the flow of electricity or fuel to

the engine until a hidden switch is activated.

» Starter, ignition and fuel disablers

Take Care When Buying a Car
Being prudent when buying a used — or new — car

can help prevent you from serious headache or frustra-

tion down the road. Here are some ways to void being
scammed:

» LOOK CLOSELY at the vehicle identification number (VIN)
plate, located on the driver's side of the dashboard, to

see if it appears tampered.

» NEVER buy a used car without getting the vehicle's title

or pink slip in person. Double-check the VIN with the
number listed on the title, the registration papers and

the federal certification label on the drivers side door.

» ASKTO SEE IDENTIFICATION of the person who is selling you
the car. Record his/her name, address, phone number,

and drivers license number. Call the phone number

given to you by the vehicle's owner. Often, scam artists

will provide the phone number of a pay phone.

If you re considering buying a used car, there are several

companies that, for a nominal fee, will run the VIN through

their computers and check the history of the vehicle. The

companies can be found on the Web by performing a
search for "Vehicle History Reports"

Types of VW Scams
Vehicle Identification Numbers (VINs) are serial num-

bers for vehicles that are used to differentiate similar makes

and models; every ve-

hide has a unique VIN.

VIN plates are located on
the dashboard and can

be viewed through the
windshield.

VIN Switch: Thieves

use VIN switching to
disguise the identity of a stolen vehicle. They will replace
the VIN on a stolen vehicle with a VIN that is not recorded
as stolen. The thief will then try to resell the stolen car to an

unsuspecting customer.

Salvage Switch: A vehicle that is extensively damaged,
burned or stripped, and determined not to be eligible for re-

pair is called salvaged. Thieves buy a salvaged vehicle just to
obtain the title and the VIN. Then, they go out and steal a car

that is the same make and model, and switch the VIN plates.

Theft from Auto
One of the most common types of theft is theft of

valuables from your automobile. Theft from auto is strictly
a crime of opportunity that can be prevented if you take

away the opportunity. Thieves generally wont waste their

time breaking into autos that don't have valuables in plain

sight.


